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BEPAIRTMENT OF STATLE

— et e —

Memorondum of Conversation

oatefetober 15, 1969

MBIICT; Tsrseli Nuclesr Programs

PARTICIPANTS: Lt. General Yitzhak Rabin; Ambassador of Israsesl
Shlomo Argov, Mianister, Embassy of Ierael
Mosha Raviv, Counselor, Fobassy of Israel

The Under Secretary
Alfred L. Atherton, Jr., Country Director, Isrsel and
Arab-Israel Affairs

Ambassador Rabin said he had been instructed to reply ss follows to
tha thres questions put to him by the Under Secretary on July 29,

1969:

1. The Government of Israel is in no position to make further
¢larifications about the NPT until & new government will be formed
after tha slections. The new government will continue to study this
problem, bearing in mind its importance as axprassed by the President
during his calk with the Prime Minister,

2. It is the view of the Government of Israel that fatroduction
asans the transformation from a non-nuclear weapon country into 2
nuclear wedpon country.

3. Az # rasult of tha French ezbargo and othar factors there
will be nc operstional deployment of missiles in Israel for at least
threa ysars from now.

Anbagsador Rabin elaborated on the foragoing only to the extent of
noting that tha response in paragraph 2 conformed to the language
usad in the nuclear non-proliferation treaty.

The Under Secretary thanked Ambasaador Rabin and said that the Govern-
mont of Israel's rcply was both responsive and succinct. He would
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

- ——

Memorondum of Conversation

narefctober 15, 1969

BUBIXCT: Israeli Nucleor Programs

PARTICIPANTS: Lt. Genaral Yitzhak Rabin; Asbassador of Israel
Shlomo Argov, Minister, Embassy of larael
Moshs Raviv, Counselor, Embassy of Tesrsal

The Under Sacretary
Alfred L. Athaxrton, Jr., Country Director, Iarael and
Arab-Israel Affairy

Ambassador Rabin said he had baen instructed to reply as follows te
the thres questions put to him by the Under Secretary on July 29,

1969 :

1. The Government of Israal is in no position to make further
clarifications sbout the NPT until a naw government will be formed
after the slections. Tha new government will continue to study this
problen, bearing in mind its importance as sxpraszsad by tha President
during his talk with the Prime Minister.

2, It 4is the view of the Covernment of Israel that introduction
mesns the transformatiocn from & non-nuclesar weapon couatry into &
nuclasar weapon countzry,

3. As a result of the Franch embargo and other factors there
will be no opsrationsl deployment of missiles in Israel for at least
threa yasars from now.

Ambagsador Rabin slaborated on the foregolng only to the extent of
noting that the response in paragraph 2 conformed to the language
used in the nuelear aon-proliferation treaaty.

The Under Secretary thanked Ambassador Rabin and said that the Govarn--
mont of Israecl's reply was both responsive and suceinet, He would
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. . THE SECRETARY Of STATE
{ WASMINGTON

[' E Maroh 28, 1969

Dear Mel:

1 have your latter of March 17 and Davs Packard's i
of March 14 ragarding the Isrssli nuclasr weapona
problem.

We are inclined to doubt that the acqulisition of
the second CDC 6400 would pignificeptly affect the time
span for cospletion of the design phase for a nuclear
waspon, or materially influsnce the capability of the
Israalis to scquirs such a weapon. However, thare is
snough of & differemce of view sbout tha facts of this
oatter to indicate that it should be studied further

bafore msking a fical decision,

l I suggest, thexrsfore, that thers be an urgent inter-
agency review where all informstion on the facts which
are avallable to the agencies concarned can be counsidersd
in order to facilitate an svaloation of the significance
of any added computers for lsrasl at this phass of its
nuclear progras. Such a review might be carried out om
an urgent basis within ths ACEP structure,.

I agres with Dave's idea that ths present procedurss
for clearsnce of ssnsitiva axport itess relsted to ouclsar
wespons and strategic delivery systems should be resxssined.
We are currently prepsring a proposal for a complate
radraft of RBAM 294, the drewing up of mors comprahensive
guidalines covering critical countries arnd {tams, and the
establishoent of a mechanisa to see that tha policy is
effectively izpleasuted. Alex Johnmson's office has baan

--‘l‘
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(2 1lh
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b 2wt

The Honorable
Melvin Laird, 8 MR 1963
Secratary of Defense, ’
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not attempt to comment in detail at this time., By way of pre-
liminary obscrvations, the Under Secretary noted that the Israell
response to the first quostion was sell-explanatory; we might wish
to pursuc this point furthor after formation of tho new Israsli
Govornment following elections. With respect to the response to
the question sbout "introduction" of nuclear weapons, tha Under
Becretary said we would want to consider its implications carefully.
The rasponse about deploymant of the -Jericho misgile was helpful

in providing an understanding of the facts of the situation in

this period of particular tensica in the area.
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